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Zeehariah was to have its seat, it is surely just to infer that in
the mind of Jesus it was in Jerusalem that his kingdom was to
be established also. Again, in Acts i. 6, we find it recorded,
that when Jesus appeared to his disciples after his
resurrection, they asked him whether lie were now going to
restore the kingdom to Israel. Now if this account be true,
it is scarcely possible to believe that the question coming as It
did, after his death and after his many expositions of the
Kingdom of God, could have been asked, had it not been
taken for granted by all, that the Kingdom of God was to be
an earthly and not a heavenly one. Indeed the general fact
that Jesus after having ascended into Heaven was for genera-
tions hourly expected to return to earth, ought of itself to be
sufficient to convince us that in the mind of the Early Church
the Kingdom of God was a kingdom on earth and not a
kingdom in Heaven, Even John, who must have known the
mind of Jesus as intimately as any other, has, if the Book of
Revelation which was written some thirty or forty years after
the death of Christ, be his, represented the New Jerusalem,
that is to say, the Kingdom of God, as descending from
heaven to be established on earth, and not vice versa. But it
may be asked why, if by the Kingdom of God an earthly
kingdom were really intended, it should ever have come to be
represented as a heavenly one; the answer will, I imagine, be
found in the following circumstances. Firstly, that as Jesus
did not return to earth as he had promised, men's minds
naturally sought consolation in the idea that perhaps after all
a heavenly kingdom rather than an earthly one had been
intended, and laid stress on those texts which supported the
view that the kingdom was to be a heavenly one, to the neglect
of those which represented it as an earthly one. And secondly,
that as the Saviour who should give his life a ransom for many,
must himself, as we shall see in the next chapter, be a G od,
and not merely a man more fully endowed with the Spirit of
God than other men, it was more natural that as a reward for